INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS URBAN RENEWAL UNDER M.G.L. CHAPTER 121B?

Under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 121B (M.G.L. c. 121B) municipalities acting through
their redevelopment authorities, are authorized redevelop substandard, decadent or blighted open
areas for industrial, commercial, business, residential, recreational, education, hospital, or other
purposes. Future development within these designated u  1renewal areasm  be undertaken in
accordance with use limitations specified in approved urban renewal plans.

Chapter 121B plac  great importance on the achievement of socio-economic development such as
the provision of jobs for the unemployed, the addition of tax revenue to overburdened communities
and/or the assemblage of parcels of sufficient size for the expansion or siting of industry, business or
housing. Urban renewal projects help municipalities revitalize deteriorated and underutilized areas
by providing the economic climate vironment needed to attract and support private investment.
The Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) is charged with
the responsibility for the operation and administration of the Urban Renewal Program as defined
under ¢.121B.

WHAT IS A REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY?

AR evelopment Authority as an independent body politic and corporate, isnotane ncyofa
municipality and therefore, does not answer directly to the chief executive. This affords the

:developn  : Authority more autonomy in planning and implementing revitalization and
redevelopment projects.

Redevelopment Authorities have broad powers to plan and implement activities needed to
redevelop underutilized, deteriorated or blighted opena i, to encourage new development and to
promote sound growth. Redevelopn t Authorities have the power to:

Establish: abilitation and design standards;

Assemble and dispose of land, including * taking of real estate through eminent domain;
Relocate businesses and residents occupying property in urban renewal areas;

Demolish and/or rehabilitate substandard structures;

Participate in real estate development and commercial revitalization;

Issue bonds, borrow money, invest funds, and receive grants; and

Accept gifts or requests.

Redevelopment Authorities are exempt from M.G.L. ¢.30B, the Uni~  Procurement Act, when
engaged in the development and disposition of real property  accordance with an approved Urban
Renewal Plan. This exemption, coupled with the ability to use eminent domain powers makes
Redevelopment Authorities powerful tools for comn  cial revitalization, in¢  trial park
development, infrastructure improvements, facilities renovation and brownfield site remedi on.
Redevelopment Authorities are particularly effectively in large-scale and complex redevelopment
projects and land as;  ably.






